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Passage  

 Voyager 1, a spacecraft launched by NASA in 1977, is now the farthest man-

made object from the Earth. As part of NASA’s Voyager program, the craft’s 

mission is to study Earth’s solar system and the space beyond it. Although it is 

about 17 billion kilometers from the Earth, Voyager 1 is still responding to 

commands from NASA and transmitting back scientific data. It is currently on 



the outer edge of Earth’s solar system in an area known as the “heliosphere”. In 

1978 and 1980, Voyager 1 took and sent photos of Jupiter and Saturn as well as 

their moons. Due to Voyager 1’s close approach to Jupiter, it took some very 

sharp images of the planet and its moons. Scientists were surprised to find that 

its moon, Io, had volcanic activity. In November of 1980, Voyager 1 studied 

Saturn’s famous rings and used its instruments to gather data about Saturn’s 

giant moon, Titan. The gravitational pull of both Saturn and Jupiter has been 

used to “slingshot” the spacecraft through space, increasing its speed far 

beyond its own capabilities. This extra speed allowed Voyager 1 to overtake the 

Pioneer spacecraft, launched by NASA in the years previous to Voyager’s 

launch. Voyager 1 is now an interstellar wanderer tasked with studying space 

outside the solar system. In 1990, it was able to snap the first photograph of the 

solar system taken from outside of the system itself. Scientists estimate that 

the spacecraft’s radio transmitters will have enough power to run until at least 

the year 2025. Voyager’s adventures will continue for a long time and no one 

knows where it will finally go. What if Voyager is one day found by aliens? It 

carries a large record or disc with detailed information and photographs of life 

on Earth, greetings in different languages, scientific discoveries and historical 

data.  

14-What is the main topic of paragraph 3?  

   1) Possible contact with aliens              

     2) The perils of interstellar space  

    3) Voyager 1’s continuing mission  

    4) A recording that carries information about life on Earth 

 

 


